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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR UN VISITING MISSION TO OBSERVE MARSHALL 
ISLANDS POLITICAL STATUS REFERENDUM 

1 . USUN HAS BEEN INFORMED BY MARSHALLESE LEGAL COUNSEL 
RICHARD COPAKEN THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 
WILL PETITION THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL TO DISPATCH A VISITING 
MISSION TO OBSERVE THE POLITICAL STATUS REFERENDUM SCHEDULED 
TO BE HELD IN THE MARSHALLS ON JULY 30. 

2. UNLESS INSTRUCTED TO PROCEED OTHERWISE, WE WILL NEITHER 
SUPPORT NOR OPPOSE THE MARSHALLESE REQUEST. IT IS OUR 
EXPECTATION THAT IN THE ABSENCE OF A US INVITATION FOR A 
VISITING MISSION, THERE WILL BE NO SUPPORT AMONG TC MEMBERS 
TO DISPATCH A MISSION. IT IS THEREFORE UNLIKELY THAT THE 
MATTER WILL COME TO A VOTE. IN THE UNLIKELY EVENT THAT A 
MEMBER OF THE TC MOVES THAT A MISSION BE SENT, WE PLAN TO ABSTAIN. 
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